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Tampa Bay Area Counseling Opposes the Florida Senate’s “Don’t Say Gay” Bill 

The “Don’t Say Gay” bill passed by the Florida Senate on March 8th is now heading to the desk of  

Gov. Ron DeSantis for signature. Due to its discriminatory nature as well as the potential harm it could 

have on students’ mental health, Tampa Bay Area Counseling vehemently opposes it.  

 

The disappointment and concern over this legislation is just the beginning of a regression soon to be 

faced by the LGBTQ+ community. Significant advancements have been made following years of cruel, 

shameful, and discriminatory scrutiny. This community has fought for equality since 1924 when the 

Society of Human Rights was founded by gay activist Henry Gerber in Chicago. Thanks to slow but steady 

milestones over the years, the LGBTQ+ community has finally and rightfully found its voice. But many 

LGBTQ+ individuals remain fighting for acceptance in a cynical, judgmental world.  

 

As a psychology practice, we witness children, adolescents, young adults, adults, and couples struggle 

with gender issues and a sense of belonging as they navigate their way through life. Their mental health 

is fragile. Although the legislation is currently targeting the kindergarten through third grade population, 

it could certainly expand to higher grade levels. Regardless of grade level, children of all ages battling 

with their identity will feel an emotional impact that could possibly scar them for life. “Don’t Say Gay” is 

discriminatory and will result in a reversion back to times of injustice.  

 

Tampa Bay Area Counseling stands strong in its opposition of this bill. We proudly support our LGBTQ+ 

employees, clients, and the community as a whole.  

 

 

 

 


